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Trash Collection Update 

 Waste Management has been picking up 
trash for a few weeks now.  The transition has 
been fairly smooth and we are quickly working 
out the kinks.  Here are a few small, but 
important reminders!    

 The new carts should be placed at least 3 
feet away from all objects including trash 
cans, mailboxes, 
cars or trees.   

 The lid opening 
should face the 
street with the 
wheels of the cart 
facing the house.  

 All trash and 
vegetation needs to 
be placed inside 
the Waste 
Management carts.  Only the items in the 
WM carts will be collected.   

 Carts need to be placed curbside no later 
than 7:00 a.m. on your collection day and 
no earlier than the preceding day at       
5:00 p.m.   

 We appreciate everyone’s patience and 
cooperation as we complete our transition to 
Waste Management! 

Dry River Road Update 

 Work is about to begin on the Dry River Road project.  
The first part of construction involves work at the 
intersection of Homestead Drive and Dry River Road.  We 
will be closing that intersection beginning on October 5 and it 
will remain closed for about three weeks.  Traffic will be 
detoured onto North and South Sandstone Lane as shown 
below while this work is completed.   

Traffic will be detoured around the intersection of Homestead 
Drive and Dry River Road starting October 5 
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Sandy Bottom Recycle Center 
 Residents can bring their own, pre-sorted, recyclable 
materials to the new Recycle Center at Sandy Bottom Park. 
Residents will need to present a proof of residency (B-Rec 
card or Driver’s License).  Then the items will need to be 
placed into the appropriately labeled container. A staff 
member will be on site to provide assistance.  

Sandy Bottom Recycle Center Hours of Operation: 

 Wednesday-Friday:  

 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 Saturday:    
 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  

Materials accepted in marked bins: 

 #1 and #2 Plastics   

 Aluminum beverage cans 

 Plastic bags and printer cartridges 
 Computer hard drives, SSD’s flash drive, phones 

and chipped credit cards (HIPAA compliant 
destruction) 

 Steel and bi-metal cans 
 Office paper (Shredded or White)  
 Cardboard, newspaper, and magazines 

 We will continue to expand our list of recyclable 
materials—glass will be next—but we need to find reliable 
vendors first.  Please call B-Connected at 908-4212 if you 
have any questions. 

Nuisances News 
 As townspeople begin to develop a comfortable 
rapport with Waste Management, and as the Sandy 
Bottom Recycle Center continues its steady journey 
toward becoming a world-class recycling facility, it is 
time to discuss the third phase of our sanitation 
overhaul.  This third phase deals with messy yards. 

 We’re not talking about your yard, obviously.  
Instead, we’re talking about your messy neighbor’s 
yard.  You know the one.  And we’re not even 
talking about ordinary messes—we’re not allowed to 
regulate for aesthetics, so the messes we’re talking 
about must have some connection to health or 
safety.  For example, a metal Elvis statue might look 
exactly like that rotting cardboard thing you picked 
up in Vegas.  But while the former would be merely 
ugly, the latter would be a haven for unhealthy 
critters. 

 With all that as background, the Council has 
enacted some new ordinances which took effect on 
October 1.  Generally speaking, the ordinances carry 
three related prohibitions.  First, they prohibit 
allowing “odious material” to lie about in a yard.  
Mattresses might be the poster children for odious 
material, but other items would also qualify.  Second, 
those Waste Management carts can only be curbside 
from 5:00 p.m. the day before collection until 7:00 
a.m. the day after collection.  Lastly, materials put 
out for large-item collection cannot be placed 
curbside until 7:00 p.m. on the Friday before 
collection.  (Large item collection begins the first 
Monday of each month.) 

 Substantively, these three prohibitions aren’t 
radically different from what we have had before.  In 
terms of enforcement, though, the ordinances give 
us a new tool.  Instead of threatening that neighbor 
of yours with legal action, we can now impose civil 
fines.  The fines start at $15 but ratchet up 
significantly for subsequent offenses.  If left unpaid, 
they become a lien on the property.  In essence, they 
allow us to exert pressure on offenders without 
having to institute legal action. 

 We are happy about the new enforcement tools, 
but please don’t think that means we will be lien-
happy.  If a landowner is making a good-faith to 
clean up his property, we probably wouldn’t thank 
him with a civil-penalty notice.  But if the landowner 
ignores our pleas (and those of his neighbors) we 
will have another tool at our disposal. 
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Electronic Meetings 
Town Council will continue to hold meetings 

electronically.  Please visit bridgewater.town for more 
info.  Citizens who wish to comment can send an e-mail 
to meetingcomment@bridgewater.town.  

 

Core Principles, Part 2 

 Last month, as I began working through the core 
principles of the Town’s workforce, I bragged that 
obstacles don’t stop us.  From that universally understood 
concept, we now move to the second principle, which 
looks like a lawyer wrote it:  “The law sets our maximum 
authority over our citizens, but our minimum duty to them.”   

 Actually, I’m pretty sure that a lawyer did write it, and 
he was trying to get across two points.  First, we don’t get 
to boss you around just because we don’t like what you’re 
doing.  Our power to be bossy derives from the 
Commonwealth, and the state puts hard limits on that 
authority.  For example, we can prevent you from 
violating a setback, but we can’t stop you from using that 
faux tie-dyed siding on clearance at Lowe’s.  I have often 
written that we follow the law here, and that includes 
abiding by its limitations. 

 But if all we do is follow the law, we have reinforced 
the worst stereotypes of bureaucracies.  Everyone has 
scars from dealing with unhelpful government agents.  
Mine include one from 1984, when I tried to file a 
pleading as a law student in James City County.  I was 
trying to determine a filing fee, and the clerk gave me a 10
-minute lecture about how she didn’t have time to teach 
me how to practice law.  It would have taken only 10 
seconds to tell me the fee, but that wasn’t part of her job.   

 We try to do better here.  We figure that the essence 
of our job is making your life better anyway, so we’re 
happy to color outside the lines of our job descriptions.  
That doesn’t mean we’ll pick up your dry cleaning or 
babysit your dog, but we will work hard to ensure that 
you’re well served by your government.  Please let us 
know how we’re doing. 

Y:Jay’s Column About Policy 

“We figure that the essence of our job is making 
your life better anyway, so we’re happy to color 

outside the lines of our job descriptions.” 
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Municipal Calendar 

October 13 ............... Town Council Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 
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Follow Up:  Riverwalk 

 Construction is well underway on Phase I of 
Riverwalk.  Pavers have been installed on the west side 
of Riverwalk, with excavation work continuing 
towards and under the Main Street bridge.   

 If the weather cooperates, we look forward to the 
completion of Phase I by the end of 2020.   

Articles in this publication are compiled and edited by Town staff.  For information, please call B-Connected at 908-4212. 
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Host a Private Event  

 at Sipe Center! 
 

For more information,  
please visit sipecenter.com  

or call at 908-4208 

Pavers installed along the west side of Riverwalk  

Upcoming Events 

November 3 ................................................. Election Day 

November 26 ................................ Ice Rink Opening Day  


